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Liquor privatization spurs look at MIPs
Assistant News Editor

On a college campus, there are many
students who partake in celebrations centered on over indulgence of alcohol such
as the infamous 21 run.
Harry Marloe, senior psychology major, said he celebrated his 21st birthday at
a place called the Tap House. Marloe said
he went there because he likes beer and
they have 150 different beers on tap.
Marloe believes in what he calls, “Holland’s rule.” In that country, 16-year-olds
are allowed to buy beer and wine, but have
to be older to buy liquor. Marloe said he
has seen minors drink and feels like they
are able to handle themselves.
“I see the privatization could be terrible for anyone with an alcohol problem,”
Marloe said. “As for minors the privatization probably hasn’t changed much.”
Hard alcohol was previously regulated
and sold by the government, but on May
31 in Washington that changed. Alcohol
was privatized by a vote of the majority,
making it legal for gas stations, grocery
stores and drug stores to carry not just
wine and beer, but spirits as well.
Since alcohol has only been privatized
for about six months, law enforcement
and Central’s student conduct ofﬁcers
can’t say whether minors are consuming
more alcohol based solely on the increased
level of accessibility through the grocery
stores, but they agree minors are ﬁnding
ways to get a hold of alcohol.
“If it involves alcohol-related offenses,
we see a lot of minors drinking,” said university police Captain Jason Koch.
According to records from the Ellensburg Police Department, there were 37 arrests for minor in possessions, from January through Oct. 13, with 56.8 percent
given since alcohol was privatized. The
CWU Police Department public records
showed 46 liquor offenses since January,
and less than half of the offenses occurred
after June 1. Although of the 15 offenses
reported involving minors, a third of them
required medical attention due to overdose or other non-listed medical issues.
An MIP offense can result in an arrest,
Koch said. It is always left up to the police
ofﬁcer to assess the severity of the situation and choose the appropriate course of
action. Disciplinary actions range from receiving a warning to being booked in jail
and charged $250 for release. Koch said
there is also a diversion program offered
through the prosecutor’s ofﬁce.
CWU police also can refer students to
conduct ofﬁcers, which is their most frequent action.
According to Central’s Annual Security
and Fire Safety Report 2012, there was a

spike in the number of liquor law referrals
from 2010 to 2011 in the residence halls,
starting with 413 referrals in 2010, and rising 23 percent to 508 in 2011.
Violating a state or federal law on or
off campus is an infraction of the policy.
As a student conduct ofﬁcer Jack Baker,
assistant to the dean of student success,
said students don’t always make good
decisions and he thinks the alcohol laws
should have been left alone.
“Alcohol is the number one reason why
students do not graduate,” Baker said.
Central’s Wellness Center, along with
other departments on campus, offers help
for students who are struggling with alcohol problems. Under the Inﬂuence is an
online alcohol education program that is
offered. Prime for Life is another alcohol
education course offered to students.
Some students don’t think they run
a risk by drinking before they reach 21.
Many boast of partying with alcohol as
the main attraction.
Jordan Metcalf, freshman undecided,
said he was pretty independent before he
came to Central and he feels he is adjusting to college well. He said his decision
to consume alcohol as a minor, hasn’t affected his grades.
“I usually just drink on the weekends
and do school during the weekdays,” Metcalf said.
Students’ ability to get alcohol at a
grocery store extends the hours they can
purchase alcohol. Metcalf said he doesn’t
think the grocery stores selling it has much
to do with minors’ ability to get alcohol.
Metcalf said it’s easy to ﬁnd somone
who is 21. Since the Four Loko overdose
incident happened in Roslyn in October of 2010, Baker said he hasn’t seen as
many Four Lokos in the police reports that
come through his ofﬁce. He said it can be
really dangerous to mix alcohol, a depressant, with uppers like energy drinks.
Baker speculates that with alcohol now
being sold in grocery stores, students could
be more apt to want to drink simply because it is now more out in the open.
“It could make it a little bit more
tempting,” Baker said.“It is certainly far
more accessible.”
DUIs are often thought of as a common offense affecting students. However,
according to EPD records show only three
of the 90 DUIs reported this year involved
students. CWU Police only recorded one
student DUI over the last year. Even with
low numbers of DUIs, ofﬁcers still believe
prevention isn’t good enough.
“To me one DUI is too many because
they are preventable,” Koch said.
Students are ﬁnding ways to avoid having to drive while intoxicated. Marloe said
that he doesn’t have any issues with not
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Resources available for sexual harassment victims
BY MATT THOMPSON

Staff Reporter

Following a recent controversy surrounding a professor on campus, Central
Washington University Ofﬁce for Equal
Opportunity and the Wellness Center reassured the campus resources and help are
available for victims of sexual harassment.
“We are here to listen,” said Staci
Sleigh-Layman, director of the Ofﬁce for
Equal Opportunity. “We are here to educate individuals.”
A policy statement is available on the
OEO’s website that deﬁnes sexual harassment, as well as outlines the procedure
should allegations, formal or informal, be
made against a Central faculty member.
According to the online policy statement, sexual harassment is “deﬁned as

unwelcome sexual advances, requests for
sexual favors, and other verbal or physical
conduct of a sexual nature.”
Responsibility for educating the campus community lies on the shoulders of
Sleigh-Layman is. Central employees
receive training every three years on the
subject of sexual harassment, she said.
The policy is taught to students during
Wildcat Weekend freshmen year and later
during class visits by OEO staff.
“I probably do 15 to 20 classes a year,
you know, where you go into women studies or you go into psych,” Sleigh-Layman
said. “So we’re educating students.”
The Ofﬁce for Equal Opportunity is
also where students should make formal
complaints against any campus employee.
Sleigh-Layman is charged with the duty to
investigate any allegations against faculty

members and report back to that individual’s supervisor or appointment committee.
“My job is to make decisions about
the credibility of the complaint, so did
I ﬁnd evidence of sexual harassment or
at least discrimination?” Sleigh-Layman
said. “My job is not discipline or what to
do with the employee if we found they’ve
acted badly.”
Sexual assault victims can be found in
the Wellness Center where Andrea Easlick,
Sexual Assault Response Coordinator, can
counsel students through the process.
Easlick’s “job is to...help guide the student to the proper channels where the
student can get assistance or ﬁnd relief,”
said Lynne Harrison, Wellness Center coordinator.
Although sexual assault is a priority of the Wellness Center, Harrison also

encourages students struggling with any
form of harassment to come in for a visit.
“I can’t emphasize enough…everything that happens here is conﬁdential,”
Harrison said, “so that student will be protected.”
Still, people and the resources to resolve incidents, some students are unsure
where to turn for help if they ﬁnd themselves in a situation of sexual misconduct.
“I wouldn’t even know where to begin,” Jennifer Herdmann, post baccalaureate biology, said.
Studies have shown that sexual harassment stems from an abuse of authority
rather than the lust of an individual.
“Sexual harassment is not about sex,”
Sleigh-Layman said. “ Its about power.”
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Thanks-for-Giving drive still going strong
The CLCE is also trying to get haircuts
for the women.
“The women are going through a hard
Thanks-for-Giving is an annual event time,” Plotke said. “ASPEN helps them get
where Central chooses programs to sup- back on their feet. We want to show them
port as a way to show thanks by giving we care.”
back to the community.
In the past, volunteers raked leaves and
Many students are volunteering their held clothing drives, Plotke said.
time and resources to help those in need.
“We try to do something different every
On Nov. 9, the Center for Leadership year,” Plotke said. “There’s a lot in Ellensand Community Engagement started col- burg that we can help support.”
lecting items. The items collected went to
Last year the
two programs.
CLCE was able
The first proto collect over 400
gram
was
the
It’s really important dur- pounds of clothFriends in Service
ing the winter for homeless ing for Community
to Humanity food
Day.
people. Winters in ellensburg Connect
bank, known as
“There were a
F.I.S.H., and the
are something else.
lot of clothes colsecond
program
lected,” Plotke said.
-IAN HAMILTON
was the Abuse Sup“We were able to
Senior business major
port and Prevengive those away to
tion Education, or
families in need so
ASPEN, for their
they were able to
annual Thanks-for-Giving event.
keep warm.”
“It’s a good way for students and the
Plotke estimates that 15 students are
community to give back by helping others
volunteering
with various tasks. Students
in need,” Amber Plotke, Thanks-for-Givwill
also
help
with delivering the donaing program manager, said.
tions.
F.I.S.H. is the local food bank in Kit“There’s always a positive response
titas County that helps feed those in need.
from
students,” Plotke said. “Many acF.I.S.H offers an open free meal once a
tually
want to volunteer, whether it’s by
day at noon.
“It’s really important during the winter wrapping and tabling or donating items.”
The drive will be going on until Nov.
for homeless people,” Ian Hamilton, senior business major, said. “Winters in El- 19.
Students may drop off items at
lensburg are something else.”
wrapped
boxes around residence halls,
ASPEN is the local women’s shelter for
at the C-store, and the tabling area in the
victims of domestic violence.
It houses six to 12 women on a regular SURC.
Volunteers will be delivering items to
basis and also provides counseling for curthe two businesses on Nov 20.
rent or past victims of abuse.
“It’s a really good cause and so far
CLCE is collecting items such as lotions, shampoos, beauty supplies and win- people are interested in it,” said Natasha
ter necessities for beauty bags.
Borromeo, senior math major.
BY ALEA THORNE

Staff Reporter

“

“
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PAY IT BACK Students donate toiletries and non-perishable food to people in need.

Physics gets grant to boost teachers ed
BY MICHAEL RIGGIN

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University
physics department won a $65,000, threeyear award from the Physics Teacher Coalition, PhysTEC.
“The primary use of the money will
be to develop a new degree program and
to create a learning assistance program
designed to give students hands-on classroom and teaching experiences while they
are students in our program,” said Mike
Jackson, department chair for the physics
department.
Jackson said the grant will enable Central to offer a dual-degree in math and
physics, similar to its dual-degree in physics and engineering. In five years, students
can get both degrees, which are in high
demand.
The role of the new degree program
is to enhance the learning experience for
students by providing additional assistance
with activities and problem-solving sessions outside of class.
“A little bit of the money will go towards us [the department of physics]
working with the community college,”
Bruce Palmquist, physics professor, said.
The program will establish an advising program at the community colleges to
make sure those who want to be physics
teachers are taking the right classes.
Palmquist is the faculty member who
wrote the grant for the funding from PhysTec. According to PhysTEC’s website,
PhysTec is a coalition with a mission to

MIKEL HANSON/OBSERVER

FRICTION Students in a Physics 181 work on a class project testing friction laws.

improve and promote the education of future physics teachers.
PhysTEC recognizes areas that have an
especially high need of physics and physical science teachers. Palmquist said Central’s physics department was granted the
competitive award for a couple of reasons.
“One of the reasons was the fact that
we wanted to work with the math department,” Palmquist said. “Another good
thing about the program [Central’s physics
teacher ed program] is that we are work-

ing with the office of continuing education
that is providing funding to send students
to the State Physics Teacher Conference.”
Jackson said Central was granted the
award through strong connections between Central’s physics department and
the science education department, the
professor education program, high school
physics teachers and community colleges.
Palmquist said that at the State Physics Teacher Conference, three students
from Central went and learned about new

teaching techniques. Kegan Powers, senior physics major, was one of the students
who went to the conference and described
it as a great learning experience.
The first night was a workshop. Teachers from around the state came together
to showcase what they do in their classes.
On Saturday, there was a series of lectures from professors all around the state.
“Any advice from in-service teachers is
very valuable to me,” Powers said.
Jackson said some of the learning assistants in the program also develop activities for classes in the physics department,
which is particularly helpful for those assistants who plan to go on to teach physics
in high school. Powers is developing an activity for one of Jackson’s classes right now.
“I’ve done a few different things working with Jackson and Palmquist doing pre
and post assessment of circular assessment,” said Powers. “With Palmquist you
do a lot of inquiry-based learning, trying
to get the student to grow interested in
what they’re studying. It’s the job of the
teacher to provide the opportunity to engage the students in the learning experience.”
Phystec’s website said the project’s goal
is to address the needs of physics and
physical science teachers through targeted
outreach, financial support, and program
development.
“When Phystec found that we were
more likely to make better use of the money and that we understood the processes
of applying for the grant, they were more
likely to grant us the award,” Palmquist
said.

NEWS

§ A person called to report having shot a deer and it jumped the
fence. Caller was requesting some
assistance retrieving the deer.
§ A person reported he found
crackers with what appeared to
be pills on them. He suspects that
someone is trying to poison his pitbulls.
§ A man reported he went
into his garage and discovered
his neighbor standing inside with
her dog. The neighbor advised
the man that he could not park in
front of her residence.
§ A van was reportedly on fire.
The driver drove it into a snowbank to try and extinguish it.
§ A woman reported trying to
turn on the heater at her brother’s
cabin, but then couldn’t get the
heat to come on.
§ A dispatcher had a hang up,
and on callback, could hear a male
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and a female arguing in the background over not paying rent. Another female was possibly crying in
the background.
§ A person reported that several
street signs were uprooted.
§ A woman reported she inherited a friends pet garter snake, but
didn’t know how to take care of
it. She wanted to know what she
should do with the snake.
§ A family’s water was shut
off, so they’ve been stealing water
from the neighbors by running a
hose from the neighbors’ to their
property. The neighbors would
like this to stop.
§ A person was reportedly in a
lobby cursing at staff.
§ A man was driving a red truck
pulling a trailer at a slow rate. The
man was swerving in the passing
lane trying to hit cars as they at-

tempted to pass him.
§ A large black calf with a white
face was reportedly in the roadway
near Smithson road.
§ A person reported that a white
Chevrolet Cobalt was stopping
where no stop signs are.
§ A woman reported she wanted her money back, said the employees were being mean to her
and wouldn’t let her leave.
§ A semi driver reported hearing a rock hit his vehicle. When he
stepped out of the vehicle he was
hit by another rock in his stomach.
Three or four people ran and hid
in the bushes.
§ A person reported there was
water in the alley and it appeared
to be coming from the ground.
§ A person reported smelling
marijuana coming from the third
floor apartment on North Alder
St.
§ A person reported their drivers side lock was jammed. They
believe it was because of political
reasons.
§ A person reported receiving
a threatening text and call from a
former roommate.
§ A person reported a chainsaw
being stolen out of the back of
their truck.
§ A person reported a dog barking for over two and a half hours.
§A woman reported her garage
door wasn’t working. She said she

lives alone and her car was making
funny noises.
§ A person reported an elderly
man hit two parked cars and drove
away.
§ A person reported they were
followed to work, and was worried
because the restaurant didn’t open
for another 45 minutes.
§ Two bald males were running
in the area and jumping on cars.
The men were also going to the
bathroom in the lawn.
§ A man reported that he was
walking his dogs when he saw
a tractor beside a building with
emergency flashing lights. He
knocked on the door and no one
answered.
§ A train crew member reported
a male pointed a gun at a train as
it passed by.
§ A woman reported that as
she passed a home near the courthouse she heard several bursts of
crying within a minute.
§ A white Toyota was reportedly
driving in the wrong direction.
§ A person reported there was a
pumpkin in the road.
§ A man reported the doorman
at The Tav pushed him out of the
building violently.
§ A woman reported that she
backed into some mailboxes but
left a note.
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OPINION

Editor-in-Chief//Danny Schmidt

Compton
Classic
New Kendrick Lamar
album success
There’s a difference between an album being good and an album being
important.
Ludacris’s new album might be good,
but it won’t be important. Music scholars won’t write books on it, classes won’t
study it and no one will care about it in
two to three years.
On the other
hand, there are
albums that spark
discussion
and
transcend genre.
In hip-hop culture, Nov. 9, 1993,
is viewed as one
of the most important days in
connor
history. On that
vanderweyst
day,
Wu-Tang
Sports Editor
Clan’s “Enter the
Wu-Tang” (36 Chambers) and A Tribe
Called Quest’s “Midnight Marauders”
were released. Almost two decades later,
both albums are still viewed as important
parts of the hip-hop lexicon.
Last month, Compton native Kendrick Lamar, aka K. Dot, released his
major label debut album “Good Kid,
M.A.A.D City.” Even though it isn’t even
a month old, it should be viewed and
talked about as a classic.
Lamar takes the audience back to
when he was a teenager growing up in
South Central, Los Angeles.
The album covers numerous themes,
including young love, peer pressure, alcohol abuse and identity crisis.
Most people only know the Compton
they see in movies or on television. K.
Dot gives listeners a different perspective as he tells tales of freestyling with his
friends, being pressured into breaking
into houses and getting jumped by gang
members.
The most striking attribute of GKMC
is how relatable it is. In no way can South
Everett be compared to Compton, but
when I listen to “The Art of Peer Pressure,” I can’t help but think about all the
trouble I used to get into with my friends
in high school. (Sorry Mom.)
Peer pressure can be tough to deal
with. Kendrick knows he shouldn’t be
breaking and entering, smoking or drinking, but at the same time doesn’t want to
look stupid in front of his friends. Every
teenager deals with a similar dilemma.
Kendrick also walks the line between
making a party song and critiquing the
excessive use of alcohol. “Swimming
Pools (Drank)” touches on how, in today’s society, if you’re at the bar, club
or party and you aren’t drinking heavily,
you are looked at as a square.
Lamar has already been co-signed by
West Coast legend Dr. Dre, and “Good
Kid, M.A.A.D City” has received universal acclaim. It’s not too early to call
it a classic album and start comparing it
to other notable hip-hop debut albums
like Nas’s “Illmatic,” Jay-Z’s “Reasonable Doubt,” and the Notorious B.I.G.’s
“Ready to Die.”
With the mainstream hip-hop scene
being suffocated by glamour rap, it’s refreshing to hear an emcee talk about real
life and not be fraudulent about their life.
(Rick Ross, I’m looking at you.)
Drake might be the most popular new
rapper out right now, but Kendrick is the
best and it’s not even close.

Don’t be a jive turkey on Black Friday
Black Friday is coming to the big
screen. Or maybe it’s the other way
around.
Since 2005, Black Friday has held
the official title of “busiest shopping
day of the year.” It falls on the day after Thanksgiving, and serves as the official transition between Turkey Day and
Christmas, and embodies the best and
worst of capitalism
as we know it.
Bag
people,
scary hobos and
tightwad businessmen alike join together and burn the
midnight oil to get
the best deals of the
year from retailers
as soon as they open
LANDAN GARCIA
their doors. At most
Copy Desk Chief
stores, this occurs at
about 4 a.m.
While not an official holiday, many
employers give their employees the day
off in order to make purchases. The
actual origin of Black Friday’s name
is shrouded in mystery—some sources
claim it refers to an increase in traffic
during the holidays, while others say it
refers to retailers “recording their losses
in red ink and gains in black.”
Much like the name of the holiday,

many name brands of the televisions
on sale are shrouded in mystery as well.
Should you buy that 46-inch television
of a questionable brand for only $300?
More importantly, should you trample
the 12-year-old next to you for it?
Black Friday veterans will be quick to
tell you that an HD television is the one
item you particularly want to pick up
during this sales period. This shopping
holiday offers the lowest prices of the
year on new TVs, with the second best
time being during Super Bowl season.
Many retailers use televisions as part
of a “loss leader” strategy to bring customers in, hoping they’ll embrace the
“spend more to save more” mindset and
purchase other items as well.
Most college students place a great
deal of importance on their TV. It is
the center of their dorm experience, an
escape from snowy cow pasture scenery
and blustery spring days.
It is a well-known fact that you tend
to get what you pay for. Some manufacturers, such as Honeywell, have faced
bankruptcy scares in the past. Other
lesser-known brands have been notorious for not offering product replacements, so if something happens, you
may end up pooling your ramen money
for a reliable brand down the road. Do
your research.

One other thing to research is the
hertz and pixel rating of the television.
If you’re all about BluRay, you’ll
probably want to spend the extra money
on a 1080p instead of settling for the
720p. Hertz, abbreviated hz, can benefit
the motion response time for LCD TVs.
Most discount LCD televisions only feature a 60hz refresh rate, which might be
a factor if you’re all about sports games.
While numbers matter, picture quality ultimately comes down to preference.
Visit an electronics store beforehand,
making a mental note of television
brands and specs.
Ads typically come out and can be
found in the mail on Thanksgiving,
but many great deals can already be
researched online. If you’re the kind
of person who gets excited enough to
attend a midnight showing of Harry
Potter, then Black Friday is probably for
you.
One winning strategy is to send
groups of friends to wait in line at different stores, then use cell phones as
walkie-talkies to share details about the
most heavily discounted technology. Be
wary that some stores charge 10-15 percent restocking fees for tech products, so
only buy what you need.
Be sure to dress warm, too. It is winter, after all.

just behind Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
Many human-interest stories surround Sandy. Who will pay for the hurricane? How did global warming effect
this superstorm? There are many stories
from communities on the East Coast
that remain resilient as they push forward into recovery and rebuilding. They
are no different from the Kittitas County community, which came together to
help displaced residents from Cle Elum
during the Taylor Bridge wildfire this
summer.
I enjoy reading The Observer, how-

ever, I do not like being numbed by local
events and affairs. The mission of a university publication should be to inform
and to educate. University students need
to be educated about more significant
events throughout the nation because
these are the things that matter as we
graduate, not just a canceled marathon
because of Hurricane Sandy.

Dear Editor,
Last week’s Observer contained two
articles relating to Hurricane Sandy.
Obama’s leadership throughout the
hurricane’s timeline is no doubt newsworthy. The marathon? Not so much.
Given the five main criteria of newsworthiness (timing, significance, proximity,
prominence and human interest), Sandy
passes three.
In relation to timing, Sandy occurred
late in the hurricane season—an oddity.
It also occurred near Election Day. I appreciate the political connection in “A
Leader Emerges” by Jayna Smith.
Hurricane Sandy’s impact is significant. New York City had to shut down
its public transit system. There were
flooded subway and vehicular tunnels
in New York. More than 8.1 million
people lost power. Flight cancelations
surpassed 20,000. Seaside Heights,
N.J., setting of the defunct reality show
“Jersey Shore,” is uninhabitable for six
to eight months. The iconic Boardwalk
in Atlantic City is heavily damaged.
Sandy was responsible for 85 deaths in
the United States and $52.4 billion in
damage, the second costliest hurricane,

Dear Readers,

--Joshua L. Davis
Post-Bac
ITAM/Web Development, ‘13

The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers on
current issues. Please include your full name and university affiliation: year
and major, degree and year graduated, or staff position and department.
To be printed in the following week’s issue, please email your letters
to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. Sunday. The Observer
reserves the right to reject or edit for style and length. All letters become
property of The Observer. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Read between the signs
A Central student’s rise to campus fame
BY MARGAUX MASSEY

Staff Reporter

When you ask Kasey Peterson what
other people think of the signs he carries
around, he darts outside, grabs some cardboard, and makes yet another sign: “Talk
About Sign Guy.”
It works. Within minutes, several people voice their opinions. “He is such an
inspiration,” said Dennis Peters, a freshman musical theater
major. “He brightens
up my day whenever I
see him.”
Peterson, a junior
English education major who’s better known
as “the Sign Guy,” wanders around campus every Monday, Wednesday and Friday with a
cardboard sign featuring a clever, funny or
inspirational phrase.
He said he got the idea from a picture
he saw on the internet of a man sitting on
the street with a sign saying, “Tell me your
story; I’ll give you a dollar.”
“I really like the personal connection,” Peterson said. “I’ve made such great
friends doing this. It’s amazing.”
The signs originally started out as a
way for him as a new student on campus
to make a few friends, but it turned into
much more.
“I never thought it would catch on like
it has,” he said. “The fact that people still
like me doing it is the greatest thing.”
At ﬁrst he rejected the name “Sign
Guy,” wanting people to know him by his
real name. He even walked around one
day with a sign saying, “My name is Kasey,” but eventually he gave in and accepted the nickname. Now “Sign Guy” has
over 200 likes on Facebook and Peterson’s
personal friend count grows daily, much to
his surprise.
“I love how outgoing and enthusiastic
Kasey is,” Allison Dodge, a freshman psy-

“

chology major said. “He is so friendly and
approachable, the sign was a great idea.”
He comes up with new signs three
times a week. He said he gets his ideas
from multiple places; students even leave
suggestions on his Facebook wall. His one
requirement for his sign ideas? “I want to
make people smile, even if it’s only for the
next 10 seconds,” Peterson said.
With three new signs a week, supplies
are crucial. He goes through about one
small Sharpie a day,
which people who talk
to him use
to sign the
sign.
He’s
on his third
large Sharpie, which is
-KASEY PETERSON
what he uses
Sign Guy
to write the
signs.
The ﬁrst
time his big Sharpie ran out, he said he
was upset and was trying to ﬁnd out where
he was going to get a new one. Luckily
for him, a friend showed up to class with a
‘surprise’ for him, a brand new big Sharpie.
“I was so excited that I started dancing
in class,” Peterson said.
His cardboard comes from an interesting source.
“Well the Central music program recently bought new drums and I was walking buy the building one night and saw
a bunch of cardboard outside,” Peterson
said.
He called up his friend and had him
come help him get as much of it as possible.
Walking around campus with cardboard signs will get anyone some interesting stories, and Peterson has plenty. Peterson said everyone he meets is interesting.
The day he walked around campus
with a sign that said “truth or dare,” a
football player dared him to take off his

I never thought it would
catch on like it has. The fact
that people still like me doing it is the greatest thing.

“

PHOTO COURTESY OF KASEY PETERSON

YOLO Peterson shows off his sign, while riding his skateboard around campus.

shirt, stand on the SURC bridge and bang
his chest like Tarzan. Not being a shy person, Peterson complied.
“He was the only one to take that sign
seriously,” Peterson said. “Everyone else
was daring me to eat things.”
Even students and friends of his have
interesting stories to tell about “Sign Guy.”
“I remember when I hit his shoulder
when his shoulder was dislocated, and he
wept manly tears,” said Shane Thompson,
an undeclared freshman who is known to
Peterson as “Sweater Man.” “Also, he is
very determined to do this every day,”
Not all of Peterson’s stories are silly.
The one that stands out to him the most
happened when he ﬁrst started with the
signs. On a Facebook picture of his sign
saying, “What gets you by?” one of his
friends posted about how her mom saw
the sign after having a rough year, and it

prompted her to make a list of all of the
things that she appreciated in life. His
friend then told him he changed someone’s life that day.
Hannah Anstine, a sophomore psychology major, said, “I give the sign guy
major props for a new sign every day. He
makes me smile every day,”
A group of three friends went so far
as to agree he was the “sunshine of their
bleak existences.”
“He has major dedication and he
makes everyone happy. There needs to
be more people like him,” Andy Riley, a
sophomore education major said.
So how does “Sign Guy” himself feel
about his campus fame? “I just want to
thank everybody for their support or
criticisms,” Peterson said. “I really don’t
care. As long as there is a need for someone to be positive, I’ll be there.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KASEY PETERSON

SIGN IT (Left) Peterson dressed up as Waldo for Halloween and took a tally of people who found him on his sign. (Right) Peterson holds a sign captioned “What gets you by?”
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SURC Ballroom gets culture shocked
BY Derek Shuck

Staff Reporter

Kilts and kimonos are not a typical
sight at Central Washington University.
While most people are aware of their
heritage, few take the time to show off
their culture in the way they dress.
This trend was shattered when Central held its seventh annual Parade of
Nations in the SURC Ballroom on Nov.
7.
The event was put on by the Center
for Diversity and Social Justice, as well
as the Equity Services Council, ASCWU-BOD, Native American Student
Association, Filipino American Student
Association, M.E.Ch.A., Black Student
Union, Pacific Islander Cultural Dance
Club, Muslim Student Association, Asia
University America Program and International Studies.
More than 50 students celebrated
their rich history by either dressing in
garments representing their country, or
giving a performance relevant to their
culture.
“To have an area where [diversity] is
shown all at once to a full house, to get
the word out that there’s more than just
white people here at Central, it’s pretty
cool,” Alex Ambrose, junior environmental studies major said.
Ambrose is part of the Center for
Diversity and Social Justice, who helped
put on the event. She helped put together several video packages about each
continent, which ran through the night.
The center made sure a wide variety of
cultures were represented.
The ballroom looked more like a concert hall as flashing lights and a spotlight
flashed across the room, packed with filled
seats. An excited atmosphere filled the air
as students chattered about seeing friends
on stage.
Starting the night in North America,
17 different participants marched down
an expansive catwalk. Being led by Wellington Wildcat, everything from football
players to traditional Mexican cowboys
were represented.
After the march, several participants
took time to perform. The crowd remained silent as an intimate Native
American union song was performed, and
cheered wildly as a festive Mexican folk
song was played.
After some time spent in North America, the event shifted south as a video teaser on South America played. Once again
led by Wellington, 10 students proudly
marched for countries including Brazil

0
0

0

and Ecuador.
Representing Peru, local dance group
“Da Maestros” gave a hip-hop performance, including a break-dancing section
that left the crowd in a fit of cheers.
Traveling to the East, Europe was up
next. Celebrating its long history, a wide
variety of fashion was shown off, from
Scottish kilts to traditional German lederhosen.
Representing Northern Europe, senior pre-pharmaceutical major Robert
VonNeida played a folk song, leaving the
crowd silent.
“Whatever kind of system you’re looking at, biological or political, diversity only
strengthens it,” VonNeida said after the
performance, explaining why he felt it was
important to participate.
Splitting up Asia, a short video played
about West Asia, which included the
Middle East. Led by Wellington, students
representing everywhere from Saudi Arabia to Iran to Kuwait proudly marched.
A traditional Middle Eastern dance was
performed to give the audience a taste of
the region.
Moving on to West Asia, the performances became more diverse, as a guitar
solo was followed by a traditional Kabuki
performance.
Africa was represented next. A parade
of about 10 participants rocked African
clothing, laughing and joking with each
other the whole time.
Finishing the night was Oceania, representing the various islands surrounding
the Australian region.
Perhaps the loudest cheer of the night
was for a ukulele player who sang a love
song based around Pokémon. Reflecting the relaxing nature of the Oceania
Islands, the song inspired the audience to
clap and sing along.
As the night came to a close, the participants gathered together for one big
group picture.
“You couldn’t see it, but everyone was
interacting in the back,” said Jed Clark, a
senior electronics technology major who
performed the traditional New Zealand
dance, the Haka, with the rest of the Fillipino American Student Association.
“All the cultures get a taste of the other
regions.”
The feeling of unity was not lost on
the audience.
“It’s an important thing to be proud
of who you are,” said Markus Chisholm,
a graduate student who is part of the resource management masters program.
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Combat photographer shares her story in SURC
BY LANDAN GARCIA

Copy Desk Chief

Last Friday, two-time Motion Picture
Association of America photography winner Stacy Pearsall brought her work and
experiences to the SURC Theatre.
Ten audience members quietly rose
when Pearsall asked if there were any
veterans present. She then began a slideshow presentation, starting with a picture
of herself as a chubby
youngster alongside a
picture of her military
ID. She joked that her
training transformed
her from a “baby-face
to a stone-cold killing
machine.”
Pearsall explained
how her family has a
strong military backSTACY PEARSALL ground, ﬁlled with
veteran relatives spanning all the way back to the Revolutionary
War. She also mentioned how her husband, who was present in the audience, is
also a military photographer.
Photos from combat photographers
such as Pearsall are sent to Washington
D.C. for newswires, used by commanders
to gauge military progress and serve a historical purpose as well, appearing on programs such as the History Channel.
Combat camera is an extremely difﬁcult position to get into, with only a very
small segment consisting of women.
“Someone basically has to die or re-

tire in order to get into combat camera,”
Pearsall said.
She is one of only two female combat
photographers to ever receive an MPAA
award, and the only female combat photographer to receive it twice.
“I’ve never demanded respect,” Pearsall said. “I’ve always earned it.”
She began her career in photography
at 17 after joining the Air Force. Upon
entering the service, she worked for Intelligence reviewing spy plane ﬁlm. While in
Iraq, she ﬂew resupply missions from Germany to Baghdad.
During her deployment, Pearsall suffered a roadside bomb injury near a high
school in Iraq, the same high school Saddam Hussein’s wife attended. She presented the news clip of the bomb going off
in the background, and described how it
wasn’t until months later after receiving an
MRI and a CAT scan that she realized the
extent of her injuries—she suffered a traumatic brain injury that went unaddressed.
“I didn’t want anyone to look down on
me or see me as weak,” Pearsall said.
Women in Iraq were usually surprised
to discover Pearsall was a woman, as her
short hair and combat gear gave her an
androgynous look. Getting to bond with
other women and see that part of their
lives was a unique advantage over other
military photographers, which she modestly argued had been the key to her winning her ﬁrst military photography award.
“I liked all the photos in the presentation,” freshman biochemistry major Dani
Eggleston said. “I like how she opened up

about everything, because that’s hard to
do. She didn’t hide her emotions.”
She spoke about many disturbing
situations that occurred during her deployment, including prisons for women
in which their husbands abused them or
prostituted them out.
“The camera was a shield from developing an emotional tie, Pearsall said.”
“Document, but don’t relate. It helped
me get through the situation not knowing
who they were. It was a coping mechanism
early on.”
Slides of a friendly football game that
broke out on Superbowl Sunday between
deployed Air Force and Army personnel
were shown next. She explained the brotherhood that is ever-present during deployment, as any moment could be the last.
She jokingly added that the Army slaughtered the Air Force at the game.
Pearsall’s true revelation for her photography work occurred during a difﬁcult
situation, in which she and her crew were
forced to decide whether to wait until
morning to airlift a badly wounded soldier
to safety. After morning, the chance of an
enemy RPG being shot at their helicopter
was much higher. The crew unanimously
voted to wait for the soldier to arrive, putting all of their lives at risk to save his.
“That is what I need to be photographing – that relationship” Pearsall said.
Her work has appeared in Popular Photography, Los Angeles Times, Time magazine, the New York Times, CNN, BBC,
USA Today, Soldier of Fortune, Sports Illustrated, and Bahrain Times. She has also

appeared on the Oprah Winfrey Show.
Despite winning national acclaim for her
photography, however, Pearsall maintains
her own opinion about which photos are
the best.
“My favorite pictures aren’t the pretty
ones; they’re of my friends,” Pearsall said.
“They mean the most and hit closest to
home.”
She spoke about advocacy work she’s
been involved in, citing it as a “healthy closure” to her experiences as a combat photographer. Veterans return from deployment with physical issues and unaddressed
mental issues, including post-traumatic
stress disorder, making it difﬁcult to function in the civilian world.
“I liked the realness of her presentation,” said sophomore biochem major
Brittany Carterby. “She wasn’t trying to
mask what happened, it was just all real.”
During her time in the military, Pearsall
found herself giving pictures to soldiers,
asking them they could give them back to
the families so she wouldn’t have to visit
the widows of the deceased.
“I’m in ROTC and I haven’t been deployed yet,” said sophomore economics
major Jonathan Belveal. “I appreciated
her honesty about her experiences.”
Pearsall encouraged audience members to support veterans, if only by offering them an open ear.
“My job as a combat photographer was
so much more,” Pearsall said. “Being the
last person to really journal or document
what they did for our country and their
last sacriﬁce.”
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Gettin’ swingy with it
BY JOIE SULLIVAN

Staff Reporter

Big band music and slick dance moves
are sure to be found in the SURC Ballroom this Saturday as members of the
Swing Cats club hold one of their quarterly dances.
Swing Cats, on-campus swing club, is
held every Monday at 6 p.m. The club begins with a two hour lesson for beginners,
followed by a dance session until 10 p.m.
Swing Cats is open to everyone, including
community members.
“I think almost half the people that
come aren’t students from Central,”
said club member Lacey Wuesthoff, senior Spanish and political science major.
“They’re from Yakima and Wenatchee,
and they come out and dance with us.”
Swing dance originated in the 1920s
and 1950s and branched off into several
different styles. Swing dance can be classiﬁed as any type of dance that goes with six
or eight counts of music.
Swing Cats speciﬁcally teach three
styles: Charleston, East Coast, and lindy
hop.
“We’ve had over 100 people come to
the club, and every week we average about
35-40 people who come to the lessons,”
Wuesthoff said.
Wuesthoff became involved with the
club around a year and a half ago.
“I traveled abroad with a swing dance
fanatic. She talked about how much she
loved it, so when I got back home I decid-

ed to try it. I was terrible for the ﬁrst few
weeks, and after that I started to love it.”
The club holds nine to ten lessons a
quarter, depending on holidays.
“Every quarter, our lessons start over,”
Wuesthoff said. “If you come on the ﬁrst
Monday, you’ll get the basic beginner lesson.”
Lessons cost $20 per quarter, but those
not looking for a long term commitment
can drop in for $3 per lesson. Experienced
dancers are also welcome to come after
the lessons each Monday and dance for
free beginning at 8 p.m.
“We got together with the French club
once, or we’ll go to one of the nursing
homes and dance with them,” Wuesthoff
said. “We’ve also danced with veterans for
Veteran’s Day before.”
The club tries to hold a dance with a
live band at least once a quarter. They’ve
previously held Christmas dances or New
Year’s dances. On Saturday, the Dennis
Clauss band will perform jazz music for
dancers to jive to. Swing Cats have also
had the Central Jazz Band perform at
prior dances.
“They’re a jazz band, but not a dancing jazz band,” Wuesthoff said. “Dennis
Clauss is a dancer, and his music is a little
easier to dance to.”
The members of the band are all local
or from the Yakima area.
A beginner’s lesson will begin at 6:30,
the band will start playing at 7, and the
dance will conclude around 11 p.m.

37th Annual

PHOTO COURTESY OF LACEY WUESTHOFF

LET’S DANCE Club members practice their fancy footwork during a club meeting.

Wuesthoff encourages people of all
skill levels to come out to the club.
“Even if you’re terrible at dancing
you’ll have tons of fun. You’re not gonna
get bombarded by weirdos or anything
like that.”
Prospective dancers are also welcome
to come and watch, but Wuesthoff advises
against not participating.
“It’s great exercise,” Wuesthoff said
“There’s no downside to going dancing.”

When: Every Monday. Lessons are from
6-7 p.m., and dancing is from 8-10 p.m.
Where: SRUC 137
Cost: Lessons $3 and dancing is free

H liday Dinner
Thursday

Holiday Arts & Crafts Festival

Club Meetings:

November 29, 2012

4:30-7:00 p.m.
Holmes
Dining Room

Spinach Dip with Crackers
Bellingham Salad
Jello Salad
Waldorf Salad
Prime Rib
Stuffed Turkey
Holiday Green Beans
Twice Baked Potatoes
Rolls and Butter
Fudge
Ice Cream
Pecan Bars
Pumpkin Cake Roll
Hot Spiced Cider

Cash price
$12.35 + tax.

Celebrate the season
with the annual juried
holiday arts & crafts
festival at CWU! For
three days, more than
50 talented artists from
across the Northwest
will offer a variety of
handcrafted items, fine
art & delectable eats.

Student Union Building
Thursday, Nov. 29
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 30
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 1
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Regular meal plan
prices apply.
Free event mug while
supplies last.

For more information: 509.963.3315 or warefair@cwu.edu

AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. Accommodation 509-963-1691 or CDS@cwu.edu

AA/EEO/Title IX Institution.
For accommodation:
CDSrecept@cwu.edu

View the full menu online at:
www.cwu.edu/~dining

SCENE
Ain’t no pitch
high enough
BY BEN NEWBY

Staff Reporter

Central Washington University’s own
a capella group, Nada Cantata, has been
making quite a lot of noise around the
Washington area at concerts and competitions. They perform hit songs and arrangements that span genres and decades.
Because this style of music is unique is
they perform without the accompaniment
of instruments. They use only their voices.
Composed of 17 Central students, including director Isaiah Ragland and codirector Amelia Blunt, Nada Cantata has
reached some notable milestones in the
three short years they have been together.
At the International Championship of
Collegiate A Capella (ICCA) competition
last year in Oregon, former member Daniel McCafferty won an award for “Outstanding Arrangement” for his rendition
of Sara McLachlan’s “When She Loved
Me.”
Aside from competitions, Nada Cantata travels to other universities in Washington such as Paciﬁc Lutheran University
and Western Washington University, to
perform. We’re “pretty tight knit,” said
Ragland, Nada Cantata director, of their
relationship with other a capella groups in
Washington State.
“We stay in contact. When we go to
their concerts we open for them, or when
they come to Central they open for us.”
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NEXT SHOW:

8 p.m., Dec. 2 in McIntyre
Music Building.

T H E

Flavors Of The Week

FIND THEM:

“Like” Nada Cantata on
Facebook and view their Youtube
channel at youtube.com/CWUNadaCantata for concert

Performing songs a capella is similar to
performing in a choir, just without the instruments.
“A lot of us have extensive choir experience,” Raglund said. When practicing,
Nada Cantata will learn with the support
of instruments, and then strip it away to
just the groups’ voices.
Nada Cantata performs many pop radio and contemporary hits spanning the
decades. They can be heard singing Van
Morrison, Coldplay and even a “medley
that could contain Carly Rae Jepsen,” Raglund said.
Aside from warming up the group,
Raglund and co-director Blunt’s duties
involve picking out songs, which they do
over the summer.
Come fall, auditions are held, and 40
or 50 usually try out, Raglund said. That
large number is whittled down to the best
ﬁts for the group, which is usually composed of 15-17 students.
Nada Cantata has a busy schedule
ahead of them this year, including another
competition at the ICCA in Oregon and
the Annual Northwest A Capella Concert
(ANWAC) at Western Washington University.
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Nov. 15

Nov. 15

SEXPERTISE
SURC RM 301
4 P.M.
STUDENTS FREE

TRANSGENDER DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE
SURC THEATER
4 P.M.

Nov. 15

Nov. 15

CONSCIOUSNESS AS
A BRAIN
LANGUAGE AND LIT 221
7 P.M.

Nov. 18

CHOIR CONCERT
MCINTYRE MUSIC BUILDING
4 P.M.
STUDENTS FREE
GENERAL $15

Nov. 19

BANFF MOUNTAIN FILM
SURC THEATER
7:35 P.M.
STUDENTS $8 - GA $12

BO MENDEZ
MCINTYRE MUSIC BUILDING
2 P.M.
FREE

Nov. 18

THE TEMPEST
MCCONELL AUDITORIUM
2 P.M.
STUDENTS $7 - GA $12

Nov. 1-19

CIVIL WAR 150TH
ANNIVERSARY EXHIBIT
BROOKS LIBRARY
ALL DAY

Pregnancy Center of Kittitas County
FREE Pregnancy Test. Caring. Confidential.
www.PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org
Conveniently Located in Downtown Ellensburg
111 East 4th Street

LEARN
MORE:
GENERAL

GA

AUDIENCES

CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. Persons with disabilities
may request reasonable accommodation by calling the Center for
Disability Services at 509-963-2171 or e-mailing CDSrecept@cwu.edu.
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GNAC CHAMPIONS

zach olney/observer

FRESH LEGS (Above) Freshman running back Jordan Todd breaks a tackle and during Central’s 51-19 rout of Dixie State last Saturday at Tomlinson Stadium. Todd rushed
for a career-high 192 yards and three touchdowns in the win. (Below) Senior defensive back Kevin Puckett returns an interception 62 yards for a touchdown.

Football clinches championship after blowout win and HSU loss
BY JARYD CLINE

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University
football team and its 22 seniors gave the
hometown fans plenty to cheer about in
their final game of the season by winning
the Great Northwest Athletic Conference
championship.
The Wildcats defeated Dixie State 5119 on Saturday afternoon, finishing the
season with a record of 7-4 overall and
7-3 in the Great Northwest Athletic Conference. The Wildcats won their seventh
GNAC championship in the school’s 10th
year in the conference.
“Obviously, this season’s a special one,”
head coach Blaine Bennett said. “After last
year’s season, as a staff we really stepped
back and evaluated everything we did.”
The race for the GNAC championship came down to Central and Humboldt
State, each vying to either win the title outright or split it. Central took care of business against Dixie State, but Humboldt
State lost to Western Oregon 38-22, giving
the Wildcats sole possession of the championship.
With Humboldt trailing 21-6 when the
Wildcats defeated Dixie State, it was still
possible for Humboldt to come back and
win a share of the GNAC title.
“Either way, we’re going to celebrate
as conference champs,” Bennett said. “We
took care of it and people can say whatever, but our players are conference champs
and we feel like we’re conference champs.”
Central started off strong after senior
wide receiver Tavoy Moore found a crease
in the defense and returned Dixie State’s
first punt for 22 yards. Central pushed the
ball to the Dixie State six yard line, but lost
yards on its next three plays, the Wildcats
to bring out the field goal unit. The field
goal attempt careened off the left crossbar
and gave Dixie State possession at its own
10-yard line.
Shortly after the missed field goal, senior safety Kevin Puckett picked off Dixie
State quarterback Griff Robles and returned the ball 62 yards for a touchdown,
giving Central a 7-0 advantage after the
extra point.

During Central’s next possession, freshman running back Jordan Todd began his
day by rushing for 49 yards and scoring a
touchdown on back-to-back carries. Todd
finished the afternoon by breaking personal records in rushing yards and touchdowns, finishing with 192 yards on the
ground and three touchdowns.
The linemen “were awesome today,”
Todd said. “The holes were crazy, the team
just played awesome, especially the great
lineman.”
Dixie State scored on the next possession after Robles completed a 61-yard
pass. Dixie State’s extra point attempt was
blocked by junior defensive lineman Jake
Tepper, and the ball was returned 96 yards
for two points by junior linebacker Ridge
Nielsen, giving the Wildcats a 16-6 lead.
The only points of the second quarter
came when Todd finished off a ten-play,
80-yard drive by rushing the ball in from
one yard out, giving Central a 23-6 lead
at halftime.
The Wildcats came out in the third
quarter and buried Dixie State by scoring
on their next four possessions. Senior quarterback Ryan Robertson continued his
strong night by throwing a 17-yard touchdown pass to senior wide receiver Brandon
Dunlap, his first touchdown grab of the
season. On the very next possession, Robertson found senior wide receiver Robert
Akeo-Orr for a 17-yard touchdown grab.
“It feels really good just to come out
here and execute well and throw a couple
of touchdowns to some seniors,” Robertson said. “It was just a picture perfect way
to end it.”
Junior linebacker Riley Wall gave the
Wildcats a good field position after he recovered a Dixie State fumble and returned
it 12 yards, leaving the Wildcat offense the
ball at their own 35-yard line. Todd took
the next two handoffs for a combined 65
yards to record his third touchdown of the
afternoon, giving Central a 44-6 lead.
Junior defensive end Jerod Baker sacked
the Dixie State quarterback on back-toback plays, giving him three sacks total that
afternoon and forcing Dixie State to punt
again.
Robertson finished his outstanding final

game by completing a 59-yard touchdown
pass to senior tight end Griffin Squires,
his first touchdown reception of his senior
year.
Robertson finished the game completing 18-19 passes for 249 yards and three
touchdowns, including completing 15
passes in a row, tying a CWU record.
“I think we just had a good balance on
offense today,” Robertson said. “We were
running well and everyone was blocking
their assignments well, and it created some
creases for (Todd) and (Sumler) to run
through.”
Central ended the game with 226 yards
on the ground and 254 yards through the
air, while holding Dixie State to a combined 333 yards of offense.
“They really had a dominating performance, it was just really exciting,” Bennett
said. “It’s nice to see all that hard work

come together.”
Senior wide receivers Anthony Spain
and Moore finished with 77 and 58 receiving yards, respectively, while Moore added
71 return yards.
“I know how much the championship
meant to all the seniors,” Todd said. “So
it’s good to finally get them their last win
and the championship.”

GNAC Post-Season Awards
Defensive Player of the Year: junior
linebacker Stan Langlow
Freshman Player of the Year: freshman
defensive back Cedrique Chaney
Coach of the Year: Head coach Blaine
Bennett
First Team All-Conference: 8
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Men’s basketball splits in Emerald City
BY SCOTT HERMAN

Staff Reporter

The Wildcats men’s basketball team
kept scorekeepers busy over the weekend, averaging 101.5 in their two opening games of the season but went 1-1 at
the Sodexo Tip-Off Classic at Seattle
Paciﬁc University.
“Offensively,
both
games,
we did some
nice things, but
we gotta work
on the defensive end of the
ball,” Sparling
said. “Hopefully
we can clean
up some penetration and ﬁx
MARK MCLAUGHLIN
some reboundJunior guard
ing.”
On Friday, the Wildcats opened their
regular season against the Azusa Paciﬁc
University Cougars, losing in overtime
104-99. Despite being an early season
matchup, there were no signs of rust.
CWU jumped to an early lead as
junior guard Mark McLaughlin scored
18 points in 16 minutes during the ﬁrst
half. McLaughlin, a former University
of Washington recruit, led the Wildcats
to a 54-40 lead at halftime
Things would change in the second
half, when Cougars guard B.J. Porter hit
four of his seven three-pointers and provided the spark needed for a comeback.
With just 11 minutes and 46 seconds left
on the clock, the Cougars managed to
trim the Wildcats’ lead to 66-60. CWU’s
lead completely melted away six minutes
later after Porter hit back-to-back threes
to tie the score at 76.
A frantic ﬁnish which saw four lead
changes over the last four minutes of
the game kept the intensity high. Porter
came up big again, hitting a long, offbalanced three to tie the game at 86-86
with 19 seconds left. After a last-second
McLaughlin three-ball missed its target,
the game went into overtime.
Porter and McLaughlin opened the
scoring in overtime by trading threepointers. The teams then swapped buckets for the next four minutes until the
Cougars scored on consecutive possessions with just under a minute left on the
clock. The Cougars were able to convert defensively if they are going to be able
their free-throws to seal the game and to close out games in the second half.
their comeback win, 102-99.
McLaughin has proven he can ﬁll up
Central got a second chance to come the box score, after putting up 58 points
out of the weekend with a win, fac- in two games. The attention McLaughing off against the Academy of Art on lin commands creates ample opportuniSaturday. The Wildcats took out their ties for his teammates.
frustration from Friday night’s disap“Mark’s been known as a scorer his
pointing loss on the overwhelmed Urban whole career,” Sparling said, “but with
Knight’s squad.
that he’s able to get
Everyone who
a lot of guys open
saw the cout conshots, and as you
tributed to the
Offensively, both games, saw he had quite a
offense; six playwe did some nice things, but few assists.”
ers scores reached
This week the
we gotta work on the defen- Wildcats
double
digits.
will deCentral’s balanced
sive end of the ball.
part for a tournascoring swelled the
ment in Laie, Ha-GREG SPARLING
lead to as many as
waii where they
Head coach
20 points in the
will play BYUﬁrst half. But, the
Hawaii on their
Urban
Knights
home court Friday
wouldn’t quit, mounting several come- before taking on Hawaii Paciﬁc Univerbacks with an efﬁcient ﬁeld goal percent- sity on Saturday.
age in the second half.
In the end, the Urban Knights were
not able to keep up with Central’s
pace. Central received 27 points from
JOIN THE CONVERSATION WITH A
McLaughlin and 17 from junior guard
TWEET AND A HASHTAG
Dominique Williams as the ‘Cats rolled
to a 104-87 victory.
#CWUMBBALL|#CWUWBBALL
Head coach Greg Sparling believes
the team will need to improve its effort
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DISH (Top) Redshirt senior guard/forward Brandon Magee goes up for a shot against
the Urban Knights while senior forward JB Pillard boxes out a defender. (Above)
Redshirt junior guard Chris Holmes throws a pass during Central’s 104-87 win over the
Academy of Art.
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Snow business

Winter sports products and vendors fill SURC
Tables were also ﬁlled with wax, beanies
and gear. Pamphlets were available for anyone wishing to take lessons at Snoqualmie
As snow showed up on the weather re- Pass, and Stevens Pass also had a representaports for Ellensburg, so did the Winterfest tive at the convention.
convention.
“Those that beneﬁt from instruction
On Nov. 8, snowboarders and skiers alike [from Webbski] would be anyone that likes
made their way into
to teach and has a
the Student Union
passion for skiing or
and Recreation CenWebbski
A lot of the designs repre- boarding,”
ter to check out the
representative Mike
latest and greatest sent the Northwest, and are Webb said.
equipment and cloth- generic so anyone can relate
Webb encouraged
ing for the upcoming
anyone who would like
snow season. Win- to them.
to start classes to look
terfest helps to kick
into Webbski, as the
-CRAIG DAVIS
off the season with
classes are affordable
Vitalire owner
vendor booths, gear
and close to campus.
swap, demos, music,
“Most people need
mini clinics, free wax jobs and even job op- the money and, trying to start, money can
portunities.
be a problem,” Andrew Doedens, sophoAmong them was the clothing company more aviation major, said. “People with close
Vitalire, which is run by a group based out friends [who ski] should try. The cost thing
of Arlington.
is a pretty big hurdle, but if there’s an eco“A lot of the designs represent the North- nomic way, try it.”
west, and are generic so anyone can relate to
them,” owner Craig Davis said.
Vitalire not only creates its own clothing,
OPENING DAYS
but also sponsors athletes. Central Washington University student Jesse Ransavage
STEVENS PASS: NOV. 26
is sponsored by Vitalire and rides downhill
SUMMIT AT SNOQUALMIE: TBA DECEMBER
mountain bikes for the company.
Other attendees included the Cake Eater
WHITE PASS: TBA DECEMBER
company. Cake Eater’s bottles are ﬁlled with
MOUNT BAKER: TBA DECEMBER
ﬂavoring which can be poured atop fresh
snow to create instant snow cones.
BY SARAH RUIZ

Staff Reporter

“

“
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GOODIES A central student checks out some gear at Winterfest held in the SURC.
Several winter sports vendors were at Winterfest showcasing their products.

Central prepares for harsh winter
BY KATELYN POTASKY

Staff Reporter

According to The Old Farmer’s Almanac, winter temperatures this year will
exceed expectations, after a mediocre snow
season last year.
The coldest period will be between Dec.
and Jan. AccuWeather.com’s long-range
meteorologist Paul Pastelok projects a weak
to moderate El Niño.
In a nutshell, this means above average
snowfall for this winter, which in turn means
2012-2013 is going to be a big season for hitting the slopes.
Winter sports enthusiasts are excited for
the upcoming snowfall, but there are some
necessary precautions.
It’s important to pack a pair of chains for
snowy conditions, jumper cables, a bag of
salt, extra food, water, and a shovel. Taking it
easy while driving up the pass is also advised.
Braking gently and staying behind snow-

plows and sanding trucks will also greatly
decrease chances of skidding.
Central Washington’s Outdoor Pursuits
and Rentals will have a student van which
will be offering free rides to Snoqualmie for
night skiing on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
throughout the winter. The van leaves campus at 3 p.m. and arrives back on campus at
11 p.m and costs $8.
With more than 90 different trails and
more than 2,000 acres, Snoqualmie is the
place to snowboard this season. Snoqualmie
more than doubles the amount of lifts Stevens Pass has and is also cheaper for skiers
and snowboarders than the rest.
Summit at Snoqualmie season ticket
holder Deborah Cate is excited for the new
snow season.
“I’m going to be taking advantage of being so close to the Summit and will be hitting
the mountain at least twice a week once the
snow falls,” Cate said.
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Wildcats sweep Sodexo Tip-Off Classic
BY SARAH RUIZ

Staff Reporter

The women’s basketball team kicked
off their season with a matchup against
Western State on Nov. 9. The Wildcats
won their season opener by 30 points, with
a ﬁnal score of 71-41.
“We felt really good as a team,” redshirt freshman guard Hannah Shine said.
“We were really united and had good
chemistry. It was a really good team effort
and everyone got to play.”
During the ﬁrst half, the Wildcats put
up 38 points, shooting 42.9 percent from
the ﬁeld and 75 percent from the free
throw line.
By the end of the second half, the team
had added another 33 points to the board.
Junior guard Ally Schmitt led Central with
a total of seven baskets made.
rebounds and I think our focusing real“They scouted our offense really well,”
Schmitt said. “We had to change up our ly helped us when our game,” Shine said.
“I think that helped
offense. We did a
us get more shots
good job of adjustand helped us win
ing. We changed it
In the second half we re- overall.”
up and adapted and
Springfield
still got through it.”
ally focused on our turnovers
opened the half
The Wildcats’
and rebounds and I think with a jumper from
next game was
our focusing really helped us Meredith Marti
against the Uniwhen our game. I think that pushing Springﬁeld
versity of IllinoisSpringﬁeld.
helped us get more shots and into the lead. Central wouldn’t regain
The teams seemhelped us win overall.
the lead until a juingly went shot-fornior guard Jessica
shot in the ﬁrst half.
-HANNAH SHINE
VanDyke
threeThe half ended
Redshirt freshman guard
with a score of 32pointer
brought
31, favoring Centhe score to 41-39
tral.
with 15 minutes and 28 seconds left in the
“In the second half we really focused game.
The Wildcats worked hard to get to the
on our turnovers and
free throw line, attempting 28 shots in all.
Central capitalized on the numerous opportunities shooting 71.4 percent for free
throws for the game. In comparison, Illinois Springﬁeld only attempted 19 free
throws.
“I think at the end of the game we had
Daisy make a very critical basket to seal
the deal,” Schmitt said. “Jasmine sparked
us at the end, had some really great takes.
Jessica had a lot of hustle plays at the end
of the game. Basically everyone out there
did their part to make sure we won.”
Winning the ﬁrst two games of their
season helps set the Wildcats on their way
to a season they hope leads them to the top
of the GNAC conference. While the team

Home cooking
Women’s basketball
home opener:

Central Washington vs.
Northwest
Saturday, 1 p.m.

“
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GET YOUR SHINE ON (Left) Junior guard Jessica VanDyke drives past an
Illinois-Springfield defender. (Above) Redshirt freshman guard Hannah Shine attempts
a free throw. The Wildcats won both match ups at the Sodexo Tip-Off classic, beating
Western State 71-41 and Illinois-Springfield 65-53.

plans to take the season game by game,
they are happy to already have two wins
under their belts.
“I feel like this weekend was a great
start for a game,” assistant coach Carly
VanDyke said. Saturday was a close game
and we made adjustments and our team
responded well. I think those adjustments

helped us win the game. I think the sky’s
the limit for them. It’s a good start; it gives
us a positive vibe going into next weekend.”
After their home opener on Saturday,
the Wildcats will travel to Nampa, ID. for
the Hampton Inn Classic. The Wildcats
face Metro State and the Academy of Art.

NEWSWATCH
If you’ve ever dreamed of a career in
Broadcast Journalism, please talk to
Professor Robert Fordan about how
you can get involved in NewsWatch.

COM 442
Student-led news team
dedicated to sharing
stories that impact
Kittitas County.

